The needs of children and adolescents with cancer for information and social support.
Research has indicated that information and social support may have helped children and adolescents with cancer to cope with their illness and lead normal lives. However, recent researchers have reported that youths with cancer express a clear interest in receiving more information and social support. This study reviewed research on information and social support for children and adolescents with cancer to understand their needs. Young patients with cancer showed high uncertainty about cancer. Besides, adolescents with cancer were more in conflict with their parents than healthy youths. Discussions on future plans or death are difficult for young people with cancer. They also are frequently absent from school over time. Moreover, they want to make healthy friends. To fulfill the needs of these youths, nurses should be aware not only of individualized information and social support, but also of these factors from an ecologic perspective. Further qualitative research is required to identify the needs of youths with cancer and resolve these issues.